
THE  CALL OF  PETER
Luke Chapter 5: 1-11



THE  CALL  OF  PETER

The Call of the 
Fisherman

Read 
Luke 5: 1-11



     THEMES

• St. Peter’s Boat - the boat 
belongs to Simon Peter.

• Obedience of Faith - St. Peter’s 
obedience, not supported by 
reason alone.

• Peter’s 1st Confession - I am 
not worthy - echo of Centurion

• Apostleship conveyed - 
Different from Johannine call



• Note the dialogue is exclusively between Jesus 
and St Peter.

• Standing by the lake, saw two boats 
    Simon and Andrew’s 
    James and John’s   (partners Lk 5:10)

• Jesus enters Peter’s boat and sits down to 
teach.

ST  PETER’S  BOAT



• Note that there is no call to Andrew, who 
presumably would have been in the boat with 
Simon Peter.

• Per verse 5:11 - we could only presume Andrew 
was part of those who left everything, and 
followed him.   
James and John are mentioned by name in verse 9

ST  PETER’S  BOAT



• The Early Church Fathers, were quick to see a 
Spiritual meaning for the passage:

• The Barque of Peter, is the Church

• Jesus teaches from within the Barque of Peter,  
the Church

ST  PETER’S  BOAT



• Why is it mentioned that there were two ships; that one 
of them was Simon Peter’s, that Christ went into that 
one, and sat down in it, and sitting he taught out of that 
ship? 

• No doubt, answer many of the ancient commentators, 
to show that the Church was figured by the Barque of 
Peter, and that in it is the chair of Christ, a permanent 
authority, prefigured by Christ’s sitting down, and the 
true word of God.

ST  PETER’S  BOAT

Haydock’s Catholic Bible Commentary



•  The ship of Simon is the primitive Church.    
                                                   Venerable Bede

• Speaking of St Peter  
From which ship He taught the multitude, for by the 
authority of the Church He teaches the Gentiles.  
                       St Augustine (de Quæst. Ev. 1. 2. c. 2.)

ST  PETER’S  BOAT



• “Put out into deep water and lower your 
nets for a catch.”

• “Master, we have worked hard all night 
and have caught nothing, but at your 
command I will lower the nets.”

OBEDIENCE  OF  FAITH

What kind of nets are you picturing?



OBEDIENCE  OF  FAITH



• Linen or cotton fibers reflect sunlight.

• Fish see the reflection and do not come near the 
net.

• Fishermen fished at night for this reason.

• When Jesus ordered Simon, a fisherman, to put out 
to the deep in daytime, it required more than 
reason - to follow such a command - it required 
faith.    One can only imagine, what the other fishermen 
thought when they saw Simon set out for the deep.

OBEDIENCE  OF  FAITH



• “Depart from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man.”

• for astonishment at the 
catch of fish they had 
made seized him and all 
those with him, and 
likewise James and John - 
the sons of Zebedee.

PETER’S  FIRST  CONFESSION



• Such was the excess of S. Peter’s humility, that he 
judged himself unworthy to be in the presence of 
Christ, and by this rendered himself more worthy.   
So the centurion, for a similar act of self-abasement, 
merited to hear from Truth itself, that he was 
preferred to all Israel.

PETER’S  FIRST  CONFESSION

Haydock’s Catholic Bible Commentary



• St Luke records a name change when Simon 
makes his confession.

• At verses 3, 4, 5, and even 10   He is simply Simon.

• In verse 8, St Luke refers to him as ‘Simon Peter’ - 
as Peter renders his first penitential confession.

• Here, Simon Peter - the rock, will confess his sin 
to the Lord.       Later in Matthew 16,  Simon Peter 
- the rock, will confess that his Lord, is the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.

PETER’S  FIRST  CONFESSION



• “Do not be afraid;  from now on you will be 
catching men.”

• This is St Peter’s first call to Apostleship.

• In John’s Gospel he was called to be a Disciple. 

• Now with this act of faith and repentance, he is 
summoned by Jesus to be an Apostle - one 
who goes out to catch other men.

APOSTLESHIP



• Mk 1: 16-20 is the same as Matthew

• Here, read apart from Luke, one gets the 
impression of a Hypnotic Jesus. 

• There has been NO contact with any of the 
Apostles, in Matthew - at this point.

• Here, the Call of Andrew is explicit.

OTHER  ACCOUNTS
Read 

Mt 4:18:22



Lord,  if  you  
wish …

Read 
Luke 5: 12-16

CLEANSING  OF  A LEPER



• If you wish …  “I do will it.  Be made clean.”

• Touched him - Most of Jesus miracles include a 
touching, something accompanying a voice 
command.  
     Note Nu 5:1-4  (What must Jesus now do?)

• Go show yourself to the Priest, and offer for  your 
cleansing what Moses prescribed:

• *Lv 14:2-9  (quite interesting)

CLEANSING  OF  A LEPER



HEALING - PARALYTIC

Mark 2: 1-12

Matthew 9: 1-8

Read 
Luke 5: 17-26



• Several Important Points:

• The men who lowered had 
faith, and this helped cure 
the paralytic

• Jesus has authority to 
forgive sins

• Body cure was a sign of a 
spiritual cure.

HEALING - PARALYTIC



• LINK between faith and Jesus’ cure

• When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “As for you, 
your sins are forgiven.”

• Imagine their initial thought.   They were 
seeking a physical cure for the paralytic, so 
that he could walk  but instead Jesus left him 
paralyzed with sins forgiven.

HEALING - PARALYTIC



• Authority Question -  Scribes and Pharisees 
     Who but God alone can forgive sins?

• Jesus said the Son of Man had authority to 
forgive sins.

• Jesus cured the Paralytic, so they could know 
he had the authority to forgive sins.

HEALING - PARALYTIC



• Mt 9: 8 - “When the crowds saw they were 
struck with awe and glorified God who had 
given such authority to human beings.”

• The people understood that God had given 
this authority to humans!   

• The people were thrilled with awe.

HEALING - PARALYTIC



• Mt 9: 8 - “When the crowds saw they were 
struck with awe and glorified God who had 
given such authority to human beings.”

• The people understood that God had given 
this authority to humans!   

• The people were thrilled with awe.

HEALING - PARALYTIC

Lets compare and contrast the 

forgiveness of sins in Leviticus, with the 

forgiveness pronounced by Jesus. 

(Ref:  Lv 4 and 5.



• We will find out that Jesus sent his Apostles 
with the authority to do many things:

• See Mt 10: 1
• over unclean spirits - drive them out

• cure every disease
• cure every illness

• See Mt 10:7
• raise the dead

• cleanse lepers
• drive out demons

HEALING - PARALYTIC



• All the authority over physical maladies, was a 
symbolic authority over what would be given 
eventually:

• Later, He gave his Apostles (the priests under 
the new Melchizedek priesthood) the authority 
to actually forgive sins!

HEALING - PARALYTIC

John 20: 19-23



• On what day did the events of John 20 take place?

• What would have been on Jesus’ mind, given the 
events of the last two preceding days?

• Who did Jesus appear to in the Upper Room?        
(Hint - Look at Jn 20:24).

• As the Father has sent me, so I send you …

HEALING - PARALYTIC



• The Church has 
always understood 
that the Priesthood 
of Melchizedek, 
includes the power 
to forgive sins.

• See *1 Cor 5: 1-8

HEALING - PARALYTIC



Virtues and Vices
An analysis of Creation, the Fall, Redemption and Salvation



A little ...  Philosophy

✤ Thomas Aquinas - (1225–1274)  
  A  Dominican  Saint,  Theologian  and 
Philosopher.    Aquinas  was  convinced of 
the  goodness   of  all  creation  and 
its participation in the goodness of God’s 
own self.  
     Called  “the  angelic  doctor”  for  his 
brilliant synthesis of faith and reason, he is 
among  the   greatest  teachers  of  the 
whole  church.   His best  known work, the 
Summa  Theologica  remains  a  must  read 
for students of Theology.   
                                            (Feast -January 28)
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The Fall 
...  a fall from grace



Rational 

Knowledge
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After the Fall
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BAPTISM



Let us visit:

✤ Faith
✤ Hope
✤ Love
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✤   The initiative belongs to God in the order of 
Grace.   
  God is the prime mover in the initial grace of 
forgiveness and justification.    

✤   We respond to this revelation appropriating 
that sanctifying grace through faith. 

✤ “The act of faith is a human act, that is, an 
act of the intellect of a person –prompted 
by the will, moved by God.“     
Compendium of the CCC.  Q.28   Cardinal Ratzinger

ACT OF FAITH

GOD initiates
WE  respond    



A couple 
Definitions

... because words have 
meaning!



Redemption is not Salvation

✤ Redemption (Expiation) is not the same as 
Salvation.   

✤ All were redeemed by Christ, but  
       not all will be Saved.   
                 (Not all Christians believe this)

✤ 1 John 2:2 -  As St. John says in his first letter:  

✤ “He is expiation for our sins, and not for our 
sins only but for those of the whole world.”       



Appropriation of Salvation

✤ Mk 16:16 - Jesus said this:  “Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe 
will be condemned.“  

✤ Acts 2:38 - Peter said to them, "Each one of you must 
turn away from your sins and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; 
and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit“.

Some never appropriate, some walk away after doing so.
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  1 Cor 13:13

“And now faith, hope, 
and love remain, these 
three;  but the greatest 

of these is love.“
FAITH   LOVE   HOPE



Virtues in balance

✤ Gal 5:5-6  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of 
righteousness out of faith.  For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision has any strength, but faith 
working through love. 

✤ 1Th 5:8  But let us, who are of the day, be calm, having put 
on the breastplate of faith and love and the helmet that is 
the hope of salvation.



A Trusting Confidence

✤ James 2:14-17   What good is it, my brothers, if someone 
says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 
save him?    If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and 
has no food for the day,  and one of you says to them, “Go 
in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give 
them the necessities of the body, what good is it?   So also 
faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

✤ Col 1:4-5    for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and the love that you have for all the holy ones because of 
the hope reserved for you in heaven.  Of this you have 
already heard through the word of truth, the gospel.



Justification requires the presence 
of the Three Virtues

✤ Faith alone -  Without love is dead faith.  Without hope, is 
simply reliance on self.

✤ Love alone – Without faith is not oriented to God, and 
thereby meritless.  Without hope is just the product of a 
good disposition, itself being a gift from God.

✤ Hope alone – Without faith in God is illusory.  Without 
love shows the fruit of the Gospel - to be like Him - is 
unrealized.



Justification can be Lost

✤ Failure of Faith – Failure to persevere – “if we 
persevere, we shall also reign with him. But if we 
deny him, he will deny us. – 2 Tim 2:12

✤ Failure to Love –  Failure to produce fruit 
     (+ ) Wrongful Acts  - Gal 5:19-21; 1 Cor 6: 9-10  
     ( - )  Failure to Act - Luke 16:19-26; Mat 25: 31-46;  
                                         James 2: 14-26

✤ Failure to Hope –  Failure to trust – 2 Cor 1:10; 1 Tim 
4:10 – despair or presumption:  Judas v. Peter 



SIN

Opting out of 
God's plan
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SIN 
COMPONENTS

MORTAL SIN

✤ Serious Matter
✤ Full Awareness
✤ Full free consent of the will

otherwise VENIAL SIN



SIN 
COMPONENTS

MORTAL SIN

✤ Serious Matter
✤ Full Awareness
✤ Full free consent of the will

otherwise VENIAL SIN

Do I need to have the 
intent to sever my 
relationship with 

God for my  
sin to be mortal?



Mortal Sins - per se

✤ 10 Commandments - Decalogue
✤ Exodus 20: 2-17

✤ Jesus Lists
✤ Mat 25: 31-46

✤ Pauline Lists:
✤ Gal 5:19-21;   1 Cor 6: 9-10



Mortal Vices

✤ SEVEN deadly Sins
✤ Sloth
✤ Wrath
✤ Gluttony
✤ Envy
✤ Greed
✤ Pride
✤ Lust



CALL  OF  LEVI
  (MATTHEW)

READ

Lk 5:27-32

(Mk 2:13-17; Mt 9:9-13)



• The call of Levi was the culmination of the previous 
two miracles. (Levi is named Matthew in Mt. 9:9.)  
Jesus had shown that He had the authority to make a 
person ceremonially clean (Cleansing of the Leper) 
and to forgive sins (Healing of the Paralytic). 

• Now those two authorities were brought to bear on 
one who was to become His disciple.

CALL  OF  LEVI - (MATTHEW)

Bible Knowledge Commentary - Dallas Seminary



• Now Luke and Mark, for the honor of the Evangelist, 
are silent as to his common name, 

• but Matthew is the first to accuse himself, and gives 
the name of Matthew and tax collector, 

• that no one might despair of salvation because of the 
enormity of his sins, when he himself was changed from 
a tax collector to an Apostle.

CALL  OF  LEVI - (MATTHEW)

Venerable  Bede



• Matthew’s occupation - as a Tax Collector - alienated 
him from the community of his day.

• Grateful, for the call to follow Jesus - Matthew 
gave a great banquet and invited all his tax 
collector friends (and sinners).

• Jesus attends - setting an example.  If He could 
go to sinners, now nothing prevents us from 
doing likewise.  
                                                  St Ambrose

CALL  OF  LEVI - (MATTHEW)



• He said to him: 
“Follow me.”

• And leaving 
everything 
behind, he got 
up and 
followed him.

CALL  OF  MATTHEW

Lets learn more about Matthew



• Matthew was the son of Alpheus.  (Mk 2:14)

• Note that James the Less, was also a son of Alpheus.   
(brother of the Lord as a son of Mary of Cleopas)   
(Mt 10:3 and Mt 13:55)

• James the Less, was a half-cousin of Jesus

• Matthew was thus a “half-brother, to a half-cousin of 
the Lord,  James the Less.

• Almost with certainty, Matthew and Jesus would 
have met prior to the call of Matthew.

A  RELATIVE?



Levi !
(Mathew) 

Jesus      

Brothers

PROBABLE  RELATIONSHIPS

unnamed 
Mother Alpheus

Mary !
of Cleopas! Cleopas Joseph

Mary!
BVM

Joses (Joseph)

Simon!
&!

Jude    

James!
(Brother)

Levi / Matthew!
Lk 5:27!
Mk 2:14!
Mt 9:9

Lists of Apostles!
Mt 10:3!
Mk 3:18!
Lk 6:15!

Acts 1:13!
!

Brother = Apostle?!
Mk 15:40!

Gal 1:19-2:9

Crucifixion!
Mt 13:55!
Mt 27:56!
Mk 6:3!

Mk 15:40!
Jn 19:25



• Matthew is the Norman variant of the Greek 
Matthias, which means gift of God.  

• It is probable that the Hebrew name Mattija, 
"gift of God", was the name conferred upon him 
by Jesus Christ when he called him.

• Matthew was known by Matthew among 
Christians, and probably remembered as Levi, 
by those who knew him prior to his call.

TWO  NAMES





• LEVI - son of Jacob, became the father of the 
Israelite Levitical Priesthood, through Aaron and 
the levites.

• Levitical Priests were called to remain CLEAN, 
and to NOT SIN.    Their call was to serve God.

• The Levitical priesthood, at the time of 
Christ, was corrupt.



• In the Gospels, we meet a man named Levi.

• Levi is unclean as a tax collector, and a sinner.

• This Levi - represents all that is wrong with 
the priesthood at the time of Christ.

• To the pharisees and scribes, Jesus says:   
“I have not come to call the righteous to 
repentance, but the sinners.”

PLAY  ON  WORDS?



• In the Gospels, we meet a man named Levi.

• Levi is unclean as a tax collector, and a sinner.

• This Levi - represents all that is wrong with 
the priesthood at the time of Christ.

• To the pharisees and scribes, Jesus says:   
“I have not come to call the righteous to 
repentance, but the sinners.”

PLAY  ON  WORDS?

Who was Jesus talking about?

Levi the tax collector
or

others ?



• From the geographical context, Matthew was 
from Capernaum  (Kefar Nahum):

• Jesus just healed the Paralytic in the Capernaum 
at Peter’s house  (Lk 45:17-26)

• St Mark’s description at Mk 2:13:  “Once again 
he went out along the sea …”

• Tradition, which places the tax collection area, 
in the North of the Sea of Galilee.

CAPERNAUM  LOCATION



• At a well travelled toll 
road during the time of 
Christ, Matthew was 
well positioned for great 
revenue collection.

• It is likely, that Matthew 
was either rich or very 
well off financially.

CAPERNAUM  LOCATION



• Capernaum is located 
on one of the major 
passages from the Via 
Maris to the Kings 
Highway,  
two major North-South 
routes between Egypt 
and the Northern 
empires which follows 
the Fertile Crescent.

CAPERNAUM  LOCATION



• Matthew not only handled money 
deemed impure because of its 
origin and that it was touched by 
Gentiles, 

• he was collaborating with an alien 
to extract money from his own 
people.  

• The Tax or Tribute was arbitrarily 
determined by the tax collector.

UNCLEAN   AND  SINNER



• Matthew was a public sinner.    
Tax collectors had only each 
other for company, because they 
were despised by all others.   
(They only like those who like them).  
                           (Mt 5:46*).   

• The other tax collector 
mentioned in the Scriptures was 
Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector, 
who was rich.   (Lk 19:2).

UNCLEAN   AND  SINNER



“If he refuses to listen to them, 
tell it to the church.   
 
And if he refuses to listen even 
to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector.”

UNCLEAN   AND  SINNER

Mt 18: 15-18



• Jesus does not exclude anyone from His friendship.  

• In fact Jesus states that “those who are well do not 
need a physician, but the sick do. ... I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.   I  did not come to call the righteous 
but sinners.”  (Mt 9:12-13).

• The Good News of the Gospel is the offer 
of God’s grace to the sinner!

CONCLUSIONS



• “Thus, in the figure of 
Matthew, the Gospels 
present to us a true and 
proper paradox:   
those who seem to be the 
farthest from holiness can 
even become a model of 
the acceptance of God’s 
mercy and offer a glimpse 
of its marvelous effects in 
their own lives.”

CONCLUSIONS



• St John Chrysostom adds:

• Only in the account of certain 
calls is the work of the person 
being called mentioned.   
Peter, Andrew, James and John 
were fisherman called while 
fishing a most common and 
ordinary job.     
Matthew, the tax collector, was 
also called while at work, a 
most despicable of jobs.

CONCLUSIONS



• (To Matthew) … Follow me.”  and leaving everything 
behind, he got up and followed him.    (Lk 5:28) 

• But,  To leave everything and follow Jesus is 
something the young rich man who had kept all of 
the law could not do.     

• “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.”  (Mt 19:21).

FINAL  THOUGHT
 Read Mt 19: 16-24   



• (To Matthew) … Follow me.”  and leaving everything 
behind, he got up and followed him.    (Lk 5:28) 

• But,  To leave everything and follow Jesus is 
something the young rich man who had kept all of 
the law could not do.     

• “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.”  (Mt 19:21).

FINAL  THOUGHT
 Read Mt 19: 16-24   

Matthew had to think about the 

young rich man as he penned the 

Gospel and remembered his own 

moment of being called.



QUESTION
OF

FASTING

READ  
Luke 5:33-39 

Mt 9:14-17 
Mk 2:18-22 



QUESTION OF FASTING
• Lk 5:33 - And they said to him, “The disciples of John 

fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of 
the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.” 

• Mt 9:14 - Then the disciples of John came to him, 
saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your 
disciples do not fast?

• Mk 2:18 - Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were 
fasting;  and people came and said to him,  “Why do 
John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, 
but your disciples do not fast?”



QUESTION OF FASTING

• O boastful inquiry and ostentation 
of fasting much to be blamed, nor 
can John’s disciples be excused for 
their taking part with the Pharisees 
who they knew had been 
condemned by John, and  
for bringing a false accusation 
against Him whom they knew their 
master had preached.

St Jerome



QUESTION OF FASTING

• What they say comes to this, Be it 
that you do this as Physician of 
souls, but why do your disciples 
neglect fasting and approach such 
tables?  
And to augment the weight of their 
charge by comparison, they put 
themselves first, and then the 
Pharisees.

St John Chrysostom



WEDDING  GUESTS

• “The wedding guests”:  
    literally,  “the sons of the house where the wedding 
    is being celebrated”—an expression meaning the  
    bridegroom’s closest friends. 

• This is an example of how St Matthew uses typical 
Semitic turns of phrase, presenting Jesus’ manner of 
speech.   (Remember he wrote first in Hebrew).

The  Navarre  Bible  



WEDDING  GUESTS
• This “house” to which Jesus refers has a deeper 

meaning;  set beside the parable of the guests at the 
wedding (Mt 22:1ff), it symbolizes the Church as the 
house of God and the body of Christ:    
                                          [1Tim 3:15 and Eph 1:22]

• “Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to 
testify to the things that were to be spoken later, but 
Christ was faithful over God’s house as a son.   And 
we are his house if we hold fast our confidence and 
pride in our hope”    (Heb 3:5–6). 

The  Navarre  Bible  



• Luke 5:35 - The days will come, when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then 
they will fast in those days.”

• Luke 17:22 -  And he said to the disciples, “The 
days are coming when you will desire to see one 
of the days of the Son of man, and you will not see 
it.

THE  DAYS  ARE  COMING



THE  DAYS  ARE  COMING

• Luke 19:43 - For the days shall come upon you, 
when your enemies will cast up a bank about you 
and surround you, and hem you in on every side,

• Luke 23:29 - For behold, the days are coming when 
they will say,   ‘Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never 
gave suck!’



FASTING

• Luke 5:35  Cannot be interpreted that Our Lord is 
not in favor of fasting.

• He himself fasted in the desert to prepare for His 
ministry;

• He speaks favorably of fasting in His sermon on 
the Mount.



FASTING

• St Leo the Great tells us: 

• “The merit of our fasts does 
not consist only in abstinence 
from food;   there is no use in 
depriving the body of 
nourishment,   if the soul does 
not cut itself off from iniquity 
and if the tongue does not 
cease to speak evil”  
      (Sermo IV in Quadragesima). Pope Leo I 

Sep 29, 440 - Nov 10, 461 



WINESKINS

• [The parable highlights the] relationship between Jesus’ 
ministry and that of John the Baptist.    

• John was a reformer seeking to bring about repentance 
among those steeped in the traditions of Judaism. 

• Jesus, however, was not out to patch up an old system, 
like sewing a new unshrunk cloth on an old garment, which 
would then tear, or pouring new wine into old wineskins, 
which would then burst.  

Bible Knowledge Commentary - Dallas Seminary



WINESKINS

• His purpose was to bring in 
something new.   He had come to 
lead a group out of Judaism into 
the kingdom based on Him and His 
righteousness. 

• True righteousness is not  
built on the Law  
or on Pharisaic traditions.

Bible Knowledge Commentary - Dallas Seminary

Careful 
Here
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Here

Better if, greater emphasis on

distinction between Moral

and Ceremonial law.



SABBATH
ISSUES
Luke 6:1-11



PICKING  GRAIN

• This passage is about doing work on the Sabbath.

• The Work?   The picking of grain to eat

• If not lawful, this kind of act deserves …

Read 
Luke 6:1-5



PICKING  GRAIN

• This passage is about doing work on the Sabbath.

• The Work?   The picking of grain to eat

• If not lawful, this kind of act deserves …

Read 
Luke 6:1-5

death



• Ex 20: 8-11:   “Remember to keep holy the sabbath 
day.   Six days you may labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD, your 
God.   No work may be done then either by you, or 
your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or 
your beast, or by the alien who lives with you.     
In six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea and all that is in them; but on the seventh day 
he rested.   That is why the LORD has blessed the 
sabbath day and made it holy.

SABBATH  LAW



• Nu 15: 32-35   Penalty for Violating the Sabbath

• Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, 
they found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath day.   
And those who found him gathering sticks brought him 
to Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation.    They 
put him under guard, because it had not been explained 
what should be done to him.

• Then the Lord said to Moses, “The man must surely be 
put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with 
stones outside the camp.”  So, as the Lord commanded 
Moses, all the congregation brought him outside the 
camp and stoned him with stones, and he died.
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• Comparison to David 
who ate of the Bread of 
the Presence (offering) 
with his assistants on a 
Sabbath.   
1 Sam 21: 2-8*

• Lv 24: 5-9  
The bread is to be 
replaced every Sabbath, 
and eaten by the priests.

• Ex 25:23-30  
The construction of the 
table of the Bread.   The 
bread is to always be set 
before God.  A perpetual 
offering.

• Lampstand (menorah), 
Showbread (bread of the 
Presence) and the Ark of 
the Covenant mercy seat 
- behind the veil.

PICKING  GRAIN



1 Sam 21:7



1 Sam 21:7



1 Sam 21:7



1 Sam 21:7

Bread of the Presence? 

Bread of the Face?  

What do these mean allegorically 

when related to Jesus?



• Jesus a son of David, reminded the people 
that like David,  He and his disciples ate on 
the Sabbath.

• David ate because, they were consecrated 
at arms!

• Like David, Jesus was in a fight - where 
instead of Saul’s henchmen, the Pharisees 
would be the ones who sought to kill him.  
(1 Sam 21: 6-8,11)

DAVIDIC  ANALOGY



DAVIDIC  ANALOGY

• Another parallel implicit in Jesus’ teaching should not 
be missed. 

• David, as God’s anointed, was being hounded by the 
forces of a dying dynasty—the dynasty of Saul.    

• Jesus was God’s new Anointed One who was being 
hounded by the forces of a dying dynasty.

Bible Knowledge Commentary on Luke



LORD  OF  THE  SABBATH

• Mt 12: 3-8*  (parallel text)

  “Or have you not read in the law how on the 
sabbath the priests in the temple profane the 
sabbath, and are guiltless?   I tell you, 
something greater than the temple is here.    
   And if you had known what this means,  ‘I 
desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not 
have condemned the guiltless.    
   For the Son of man is lord of the sabbath.” 
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Why are the priests  
guiltless?



LORD  OF  THE  SABBATH
• Implications?

• Jesus is a priest figure

• Priests are exempt because they have to 
offer sacrifice! - Temple service.  “But there 
is something greater here.” 

• yet of the tribe of Judah - not a Levite.

• Jesus is a king figure

• but, apart from David - no one has ever 
worked on the Sabbath and lived.



LORD  OF  THE  SABBATH
• A quick peak at John 5:15-18

• Jesus works on the Sabbath.  Why?

• Response by the Jews?

• Their rationale?

• Recall  Exodus 20: 8-10**

• Sabbath of the Lord, your God

• What does it mean that Jesus called 
himself, the Lord of the Sabbath?



THE MAN
WITH  THE
WITHERED 

HAND
This passage follows a 

passage reminding us that 
King David acted as both  

priest and king. 
But was David the  

only one?



KING  JEROBOAM
• Recall the Divided Kingdom began in 930 AD.

• Rehoboam - became King of all of Israel, after the 
death of his father Solomon.  

• Rehoboam - remains King of Judah, after the Kingdom 
divides           (2 Southern tribes)

• Jeroboam - becomes King of Israel  
                   (10 Northern Tribes)



KING  JEROBOAM

• King Jeroboam - tried to act as priest and king.

• God withered his hand

A Long Read 
1 Kings 12:1 - 13:5

Now let us look, at 
Luke 6:6-11



WITHERED  HAND
• Sabbath Cure - when only God works.

• Priests work on the Sabbath because 
they do His will.

• Kings are not priests.

• This King, a son of David, shows there 
is something greater here, greater than 
Kings and Priests as he cures the man 
with the withered hand, and is indeed 
Lord of the Sabbath.



Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath ….

MORAL  APPLICATION

You are a parent.Your child is sick.

To take care of your child, you would have to miss Mass.
What is a parent to do?



THE CALLING 
OF THE
TWELVE

Luke 6:12-16



THE  TWELVE

And it came to pass in those days, that 
he went out into a mountain to pray,  
and continued all night in prayer to God.   
(Luke 6:12  KJV)

When day came, … he chose Twelve …







• Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his 
brother;   James and John;   Philip and Bartholomew;  
Matthew and Thomas;  James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon called the Zealot;   Judas [the son] of James, 
and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.  (NKJV)

• NKJV - Judas the son of James

• KJV - Judas the brother of James.

THE  TWELVE



GENERAL  FACTS

• ELEVEN were from Galilee.

• As such probably spoke or understood Greek.

• TWO had greek names:  Andreas and Philip.

• ONE from Judea, from Kerioth.       
Iscariot   (Ish Kerioth)   most probable meaning:  
Ish = man     “Man of Kerioth” a village in Judea. 



GENERAL  FACTS

• FOUR were partner fishermen:  Simon,  Andrew, 
and James & John the sons of Zebedee.

• ONE was a brother of the Lord:  James the Less

• Matthew (Levi) was a half-brother of James the 
Less, as both were sons of Alpheus.

• KJV thinks Jude (Thaddeus) was a brother of 
James, and therefore a son of Mary of Cleopas 
and Cleopas.



GENERAL  FACTS

• TWO had their names changed:

• Simon became Peter  (for sure by Jesus)

• Levi became aka Matthew   (maybe by Jesus)

• ONE other was known by two names:

• Nathanael was also Bartholomeu



• “You will be my witnesses …”  Acts 1:8  
      witnesses in greek - μάρτυς  

• TEN of the Apostles were martyred.

• ONE committed suicide after betraying the Lord.

• ONE escaped martyrdom, and died of natural causes.

[martus]



MARTYRDOM

• St Peter was crucified upside down.

• St Andrew was crucified on an  
       X shaped cross.

• St James, barZebedee was 
beheaded by Herod Agrippa.   
The account is found in Acts 12.

• St John, the evangelist, died of  
       natural causes.



• St James the Less, first bishop of Jerusalem 
was thrown from the Parapet of the 
Temple and then clubbed to death.

• St Matthew was beheaded with a halberd.

• St Philip was either crucified upside down 
or beheaded in Hieropolis.

MARTYRDOM



• St Thomas was martyred in 
India, and his church still 
survives today as the Syro-
Malabar, Eastern Catholic 
Syrian rite.   Vasco da Gama, 
discovered the Malabar 
community in 1498.

• St Bartholomeu (Nathanel) was 
skinned alive with a filet knife.

MARTYRDOM

Last Judgment by Michelangelo



• St Simon the Zealot was sawed 
into pieces in Persia.

• St Jude Thaddaeus was beaten to 
death with clubs, but is often 
portrayed with a halberd.

• St Matthias - who replaced Judas 
Iscariot, is often depicted with 
an axe, the believed instrument 
of his martyrdom.

MARTYRDOM

St Matthias




